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IRAN-IRAQ: THE AL BASRAH OFFENSIVE 


Summary 

Iran is in the final stages 5^11^3^350 ,000 Iranian troops 

offensive in pach^other the battle promises to be the 

and 200,000 Iraqis ®ach ot launches an 

biggest and bloodiest of thrust likely will take place 

Tll-out attack. The nia\n Ira lan thrust likeiy^^ 

rvrfrlnnrfrcefir s ar^nsufflcIeRt to 

launch more than diversionary thrusts. ^ 

Baghdad prepared to^meey he ^I rani an^a^^^^ 

and its forces have ® 9. ppgpared to make extensive use of 

air power. Baghdad also P ^^^tary commanders make serious 
chemical weapons. 9 achieve significant 

mistakes, .P^°^®^ir^Tpaa inflicts a massive defeat on Iran, 
rhomliM'c!)uld'ro;e under substantial pressure to end the war. 
1 


A I UTTice ui 

This paper was prepared cJ mments and queries are welcome and 

farSe^ed tT^^rcS^y Trl^an Gulf Division, NESA, on' 


Office of Near Eastern and South 
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Background 


"Just trie, to f tact east 

29 July at least 15,000 '[anians lo troops, 400 armored vehicles, and 

assaults. Iran had ^st^bled soik ISO^OOO^t^^^^^ significant headway 

300 artillery pieces for a^t nearly 1,000 armored vehicles and 250 

against some 100,000 Iraqis f ..^re good intelligence, strong 

a?tillery pieces, ?idence Thf^raqi Air Force also made its 

;?Srnrf;irhy’rsir/ErJnrh!;5rplled duster homhs. 


In February 1984 ’‘tacked l e take and 

Iranians temporarily cut the A1 ^as^/J^bout 40,000 killed af'd 'F^ounded in 
hold the Majnoon inlands. Iran p ^5 to retake the Majnoon Islands 

the February and March battles. Ir ^ J bombardments, Iranian logistic 

failed, but Iraqi air and artn delay further 

'a«elpu’trtsda«“or1ake M Basrah for over three months. □ 


Iranian Preparations 


Iran's ultimate objective is to take or^thr^aten Saddam 

government, and spark an "i/oentia/clerics and military leaders in 

Hussein. While at ^ast some influent i^al^ anticipate heavy 

Tehran are ^^J'^^ttirgain Ayatollah Khomeini appar ently has dec ided to 

"d^wit^wSal he'Ls caile^dthe final offensive. [ | 


Iran has massed a force Jg°'{^q^apppoximately°100,000 men, some 100,000 
including five Army gs Lny^as 150,000 militia troops. Iran has 

Revolutionary Guards and perhaps as many surface-to- 

about 400 armored yehicles, 250 ® f has collected numerous small 

air missile sites in past three months for use in the 

boats and bridgin g equipment for the pasx c 

assault. 


Thl Iranian attack will be ‘obcentrated^i n We^area jast and^northeast of 

A1 Basrah in roughly the to the bank of the Shatt al Arab 

1982. Iran appears olan to cross the Shatt southeast of Al 

°Brih!%‘m:vf wJuh'rulHhjratVn M Basrah itself and Iraq's supply lines 
through Kuwait. ' ' 
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Diversionary attacks across the "i^rshes 
cent ral 

1 


n ^rth nf A1 Basra jL^mj-QD^yTg- 

i» 1 



Iraqi Defenses 

Baghdad has been expecting a major Iranian attack^ at ^j^^as^ formidable 

February and has used the a series of minefields. , 

defenses on the front. Iraqi ^^Ife J^5®%^g,^fioant are a line of 

antitank ditches, Iranians significant difficulty in 1982 and 

triangular f trSoP^ cross-fi re. ^aq has made 

TxLnslve'Sse of flooding I limit Iran's attack routes. [Z^ 

Iraq has at least ten 

in the A1 Basrah area. These omts a q P -j additional units from 
and 400 P’-^r^'lnaralso has complete air superiorit y. In ad dition. 

«'«rect I°raq ?o lire signfiJant amounts of chemical weapons. [ 1 

Outlook n,nyCQC 

” • r- +-artirai error Iraqi morale collapses. 

Unless the Iraqis make a Jhali we estimate. Baghdad's forces 

rhoi^d be ahle lo defeat tj* anS a 1.4-to.l advantage 

rrrt“iufr;!^ Irfh ^'e°;o Se Je tactical gains but is unlrtely to 
dchieve ci bredkthrou9h* 

It will be critically important for the^Iraqi^s^to^gain^t^.p^PP 

quickly. In an^attack the overall Iranian offensive has 

?:tlef I'Jho^rordsSrs wL the^t Iranian thrust has succeeded the 

Iraqis* have faced serious problems. | 1 

Massive casualties and "o cant territorial gai^ns^ar^ 

lead those clerics in Tehran who want to end the wa^^.^^P^ 

aaain on Ayatollah Khomeini. If . .Zi-- t^e war a change in his 

Regime is iriously threatened »y ran^U?^ Require at least ^e 

rrlirr^mSnnVSefire^rt «ild b^rra^y to launch another mayor attach. □ 

in the unlikely event ‘J® B'asra!l"and''calVfor°^ 

attempt to establish a puppet S g cariHam Hufjavn While evidence 
general uprising pro-Iranian, some southern Shi as may 

indicates that most Iraqi Jhias a [J°t_p^ defeated. Such a defeat also 

join the Iranian ranks if ^ , J'^p^pty against Saddam, triggering a prolonged 

reHod^Srpoti?rclMn^sJab?Vt5 in Baghdad. □ 
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